
Using Rap and Hip 

Hop to Create a 

Team Environment

Presenter: Shelba Waldron, MS, CTRS
Juvenile Welfare Board of Pinellas County, Childrenõs Services Council 

February 15, 2008



Objectives

ÅLook at and explore ways to challenge 

thinking in the youth of our programs 

through rap and hip/hop

ÅLearn new activities for a team 

environment



Connecting with Todayõs Kids

ÅòThereõs no doubt that hip-hop culture 

moves our young people powerfully. And 

some of it is not just a reflection of 

reality, It also creates reality. I think 

that if all our kids see is a glorification of 

materialism, bling and casual sex and 

kids are never seeing themselves 

reflected as hitting the books, being 

responsible and delaying gratification, 

then they are getting an unrealistic 

picture of what the world is likeó.
Barack Obama



ÅObama also expressed his taste in hip hop, 

both old school and new, as well as the 

challenges the genre faces. "The thing 

about hip hop today is it's smart, it's 

insightful, and the way that they can 

communicate a complex message in a very 

short space is remarkable...I understand 

people want to be rooted in the 

community, they want to be down, but 

what I always say is that hip hop is not 

just a mirror of what is. It should also be 

a reflection of what can be." 



Why Rap Music

ÅMusic motivates critical thinking

ÅMusic crosses cultural divides

ÅChildren can explore different realms of 
creativity

ÅUsing popular music, specifically hip hop, 
breaks down barriers between the adult 
and the child

ÅGives an opportunity for the counselor to 
challenge the thinking of the child

ÅChildren learn about life in a multitude of 
ways 

ÅSelf Expression is a basic human need and 
music helps create a sense of self
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